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Monthly Newsletter of Adams Lutheran Parish 

November 2014 

      “Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
      and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
      Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
      that we may be fed with the bread of life. 
      Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
      unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
      Grace our table with your presence, 
      and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.”     ELW 182 
  

I don’t know about you, but the arrival of November always gets me thinking 

about Thanksgiving. I spend the whole month looking forward to a gathering 

around a table with my family. Here we will share traditions and fellowship. Here 

we will give thanks for the gifts we have received. It’s a holiday that intentionally 
invites us to be grateful.  It’s one of my favorite holidays. Yet every year there are 

people missing from the table. Sometimes it’s a matter of logistics – distance or 

schedules or weather keep people from being able together with loved ones. What 

is harder to bear are the places left empty because of a death. Yes, there are  

empty chairs at every Thanksgiving table.  
  

Yet while November ends with Thanksgiving it starts with another holiday, All 

Saints Day. This is the day we celebrate those who have died in the faith. We give 
thanks for the great cloud of witnesses who have shared their faith with us. We 

give thanks for those who have shared the good news of the love of Christ with 

the world. We give thanks for a faith passed down to us from generation to  

generation. We give thanks that someday we will be reunited with these saints 

around the throne of God. Here the empty chairs at our Thanksgiving table meet 
God’s assurance that we will someday be reunited.   
  

As I was thinking about All Saints Day and Thanksgiving the words from Let the 
Vineyards Be Fruitful came to me; Grace our table with your presence, and give us 
a foretaste of the feast to come. We gather as brothers and sisters in Christ weekly 

at the table where Christ is our host. We gather in thanksgiving and this feast of 

the body and blood of Christ is a foretaste of the great feast to come when we will 

be reunited with the saints. As we gather with family and friends (brothers and 

sisters in Christ) this month let us also celebrate the promise of All Saints Day 

that promises that someday no one will be missing from the feast – all will be 
gathered together at God’s table and on that day what Thanksgiving there will be!  
 

Blessings 

+ Pastor Susan 

 

Worship Schedule 

September - May 
9:00am Hoff Lutheran 

11:00am Adams Mountain 

 
Holy Communion 

Every Sunday 

 
Sunday School at AMLC 

Sunday after Labor Day 

through May  

10:30am 

 
Confirmation at AMLC 

Labor Day through May 

Wednesday 4:00pm 

 
Pastor  

Rev.  Susan Haukaas 

Cell phone:  331-1673       

Parsonage:  944-2224       

Adams Church:  944-2268   
 

E-mail:  

PastorSusanH@gmail.com  

 
Secretary 

Christine Grove 

    Home:  944-2270  

Church:  944-2268 
 

E-mail:   

amlc@polarcomm.com 
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What condition is our bible in?  Is the leather on the cover bright and shiny 
and the thin paper pages still stuck together in a few spots?  Do you know 
where it is?  Would you have to pull it out of a closet or ask someone if they 
have seen it? 
The first time I visited Orine Drevecky, it was her Bible that  
impressed me the most.  It is on her coffee table in the living room.  It is well 
read and loved with the binding held together with tape, the pages all dog 
eared and may tabs for her to find just what she is looking for.  It speaks  
volumes of her faith. 
Orine’s parents were Louise and Oluf Rustan and she grew up north of  
Edinburg with 4 brothers and an older sister.  Her family enjoyed many of the 
Norwegian traditions such as Lutefisk and meatballs for Christmas Eve.    
Music has been a part of her life since an early age.  She still remembers at the 
tender age of 3 singing for a Christmas Eve service.  She sang “Silent Night” 

and her sister-in-law, Myrtle accompanied her.  She was standing on the piano bench and they both admitted they were  
nervous. 
It was roller skating that brought Vernon and Orine together.  She said it was good wholesome family fun.  They would be married at 
Odalen Lutheran Church on the 18th of November and would spend the next 55 years together.  Her sister–in-law, Florence was ill 
and missed the wedding meal.  To this day they both feel bad she couldn’t share in all the festivities. 
Orine and Vernon farmed the land and were blessed with one daughter, Bonnie.  It is fair to say she was the apple of their eyes.   
Later she would marry and they would adopt two children, Robin and Mike. 
Orine says it is hard to describe how much she misses her daughter Bonnie.  She would call every day and was the one she leaned on to 
help.  It is easy to question your faith and be angry during times of unbearable loss.  Orine chooses to use her faith for strength.   
Her favorite bible verse is:   Matthew 7:7-8  
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receive; 
the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” 
Vernon and Orine took a special interest in their nephew Dave’s life after his father died.  Vernon mentored him in farming and Orine 
beams knowing of his success. Dave, Jackie, Karlee and Haylee hold a special spot in her heart. 
Music is a gift she has shared her entire life.  She sang to couples at the beginning of their married life, church and special occasions and 
also to comfort families at funerals.  When asked to sing at a funeral she gave much thought to the person and chose songs that were 
fitting to their life.  More than once families expressed their gratitude for the selections she chose.  Music was always about sharing a 
message. 
The sunshine in her life is her  
grandchildren and the great  
grandchildren-her “girls”. Her great 
granddaughter Abigail is two and 
calls her on the phone, “Great 
Grandma Rine.”   In August baby 
Madlynn was born. Her great nieces 
Karlee and Haylee stop in often to 
brighten the day.  In closing I asked 
Orine for any words of wisdom. She 
commented to appreciate what we 
have because life changes quickly 
and keep your faith strong.  Because 
music has always been about sharing 
a message for Orine, it is only  
fitting that in the month of  
November when we give thanks 
that we can read the words of her 
favorite hymn, “Thanks to God for 
My Redeemer”.  Bless you to the 
moon and back Orine! 
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Duties for November 
 

AMLC  
Deacon: David Linstad 
Ushers:  Women 
Altar Guild:  LouAnn Thorvilson 

 

Hoff  
Usher:  Stanley Jerome 
Communion:  Lara Carson 
Cleaning:  Gale & Shirley 
Hostess & Meditation:  Arnola 
 

Remembering the Saints 

When Paul wrote to the church in Rome, he addressed his letter “To all God’s beloved … who 
are called to be saints” (Romans 1:7, NRSV). Paul regarded his fellow believers as people who 
have responded to the good news of Christ by choosing to follow and serve God. The New 
Testament emphasizes that Christians are God’s beloved — special people set apart to  

receive his grace and to be his witnesses. All people whose minds and hearts are devoted to 
God are “called to be saints.”   About 700 years after the church began, leaders designated November 1 as All Saints’ 
Day to honor people whose lives reflect Christ dwelling within them. Because of what God has done for us, all  

Christians can wear the label of saint.   Members of our parish who have died during the past year were  
remembered and honored during our worship on November 2nd.  Saints remembered - Opal Samuelson, Dorothy 
Stenerson, Leanilla “Jeanne” Ellingson, Bonnie Elofson,  Henry “Bud” Skorheim, LaVerne "Kaye" Heffta, Beatrice 
Wiste, Lillian Clemens, Lillian Hove  
 

Hunter’s Breakfast - Friday, November 7th from 6:30am-9:30am at Adams Mountain Lutheran Church.  On the 
menu:  Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Juice & Coffee.  Free will offering will be taken by the men’s parish club.  
All are Welcome! 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
Dedication of boxes will be held on Sunday, November 9th.  Please bring: empty shoe boxes, gifts and toys to fill the 
boxes--ideas include crayons, markers, small toys or stuffed animals, slinky, pencils, writing paper, solar calcula-
tors, coloring or picture books, toothbrush, toothpaste, t-shirts, socks, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, yo-yos, etc.  
Be creative!  Donations can be brought to church anytime before Sunday, November 9th or there are boxes  
available in the entry for you to take, fill and bring back.  THANKS for giving the gift of love to children around the 
world!!! 
 

Parish Thanksgiving Service will be held on Wednesday, November 
26th at 7pm at AMLC.  Come and gather with your faith community to 
praise God for the blessings of this past year.  
 

Council Meeting on Wednesday, November 5th at 7:00pm at AMLC 

Parish Prayer List 

Please contact the  office to make changes and 

give updates to the Prayer List 

Please pray for those who are in our nursing 

homes;  Phyllis Koppang, Florence Lykken, Pearl 

Troftgruben, Irene Askim, Edith Drevecky, Verna 

Delle Skorheim, Virginia Hatlestad and  

Lyla Nelson. 

Please pray for the family of Lillian Hove, 

the family of Lillian Clemens, Danielle Bata,   

Avis Vye, Laddie Bata, Bob Lundquist,  

Carmen Suminski-Grove, Hudson Bata, son 

of Mark & Christina Bata, Dennis Skorheim, 

& Arline Larson.  Please pray for all the men 

and women serving in our military, the people 

affected by earthquakes, tornados,  

and floods &  people  

throughout the  

world affected by war  

and poverty. 
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The Forum on Faith and Life presents Leymah Gbowee, Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureate, November 6th  - Changing a Nation at War 

 

Gbowee, a member of the Lutheran church in Liberia, is a peace activist who 

brought together Christian and Muslim women in a nonviolent movement that 

ended Liberia's civil war in 2003, as chronicled in her memoir, "Mighty Be Our 

Powers," and in the award-winning documentary "Pray the Devil Back to Hell." 
 

Gbowee helped organize and then lead the Liberian Mass Action for Peace, 

confronting Liberia's ruthless president and rebel warlords, and even held a 

sex strike. Gbowee emerged as an international leader who changed history, 

marking the vanguard of a new wave of women taking control of their political  

destiny around the world. 
 

Lecture will be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, November 6th at Centrum, Knutson Campus Center 

 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

This summer I was given the opportunity to travel to Bethel, Alaska to serve as 

an intern for the H.O.P.E. (Helping Other People Excel) in Alaska Ministry team.  

I spent the duration of my summer serving the H.O.P.E. in Alaska team and 

ministering to youth from across the YK Delta.  I left for Bethel June 1 and  
returned to North Dakota on July 31. 
 

While serving as an intern for H.O.P.E. in Alaska Ministry I helped organize 

Camp HOPE.  Camp HOPE is a non-denomination Bible Camp located near the 
village of Napakiak (approximately 30 minutes from Bethel by boat).  I spent the 

entire summer learning how drive boat, how to navigate the Kuskokwim River, 

hauling lumber, building structures, and much more all to ensure a smooth and 

successful camp.   
 

Camp HOPE was a week long camp for junior high and high school students to 

experience Christ in a real way, while preserving their culture values.   

Throughout the week of camp students were able to do cultural activities, like 

fishing and making ulus (traditional Yup’ik knives).  They were also able to go 
water inner-tubing, canoeing, play basketball, and a variety of other enjoyable activities.  Not only were  

students able to participate in these fun activities, every night we had chapel and worship where students 

were given the opportunity to hear about the Gospel.  It was incredible to see students draw closer to God 

and want to make changes in their lives and communities. 
 

As I look back on my experiences this summer, there are so many incredible stories that could be told!   

Perhaps one of my favorite moments was being able to play with children when I would visit the villages.   

It was such a simple pleasure, but I think that is what makes 

it so marvelous! 
 

I am incredibly thankful for your support throughout this  

journey!  Thank you for everything you have done to help  

make this experience so extraordinary! 
 

With love, 

BreAnna 

 

November Birthdays!   

15th - MaryAnn Lindell 

Hoff WELCA will be held on Wednesday,  
November 12th at Arnola Skorheim’s 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob, founder of H.O.P.E. in 
Alaska, and Billy, a student, 

untangling a fishnet  

 
Group picture of all the students and staff at Camp 

HOPE 2014 
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Dear Friends in Christ,  
I invite you to hear the words of Acts 1:8,     

 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my 
 witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”   
  

As a result of the power of the Holy Spirit working through the partnership of the 207  
congregations in the Eastern North Dakota Synod, amazing ministry is occurring.  
 

Somewhere out there, there is a student at one of three Lutheran Campus Ministry sites  
(Minot State, UND and NDSU) who has found a grace-filled, welcoming ministry.  She is wondering 
about God at work in the world, including God’s call to her.  She doesn’t know it yet, but God is calling 
her to serve as a Young Adult in Global Mission.  She will respond with a “yes” and she will change the 
lives of so many, so far away.  
 

Somewhere out there, in the midst of all of the turmoil, danger and crisis in the Central African  
Republic, there is a young girl who has been able to continue to attend school in her village.  She 

doesn’t know much about the Wahpeton conference in North Dakota, but she knows her school exists 

because of the generous, caring Lutherans in that “foreign” land.  Some day in the future, she herself 
will become a teacher.  Not only will she teach; she will lead a movement to create and improve  
educational facilities throughout the country.    
 

Somewhere out there, in another Central African Republic village, there is a young boy who would have 

died a year ago had it not been for a congregation in the Grafton conference who felt called by God to 

provide clean drinking water for the village.  This boy will become one of the first Central African  
doctors to serve at the Gallo Clinic.  This doctor will give thanks for the Eastern North  
Dakota Synod because of the lives which have been saved.  
 

Somewhere out there, there is a congregation in the Fargo conference who finds themselves in the 

midst of an overwhelming amount of conflict.  Left on their own, the conflict would only get worse.   
But they are not alone. God has not abandoned them and God will use the synod staff as instruments 
of healing, reconciliation and hope.  Unity will be restored.  The congregation will refocus and will  
become a missional hotspot; bringing God’s blessings from God’s altar into God’s world.  
 

Somewhere out there, there is a high school student in the Grand Forks conference who returned 

from the Eastern North Dakota Synod Senior High Youth Retreat at Castaway’s.  He doesn’t know  
exactly what he is feeling, but something seems to be different.  He will attend the national youth  
gathering this summer in Detroit.  At this event, he will realize God is powerfully at work in his life.  
Nothing will be the same.  He will graduate from Concordia College and will put aside his early high 
school dream of becoming independently wealthy and will become a youth director.  He will be used as 
an instrument of God’s grace for hundreds of Lutheran youth yet to be born, possibly one of your 
grandchildren.    
 

Somewhere out there, there is a congregation in the Jamestown conference who is wondering what 

the future holds.  They know the future looks different than the past.  They will hear about the synod’s 
ministry review process.  They will invite a ministry review team to immerse themselves in the ministry 
and community for a few days.  At the end of the process, there will be affirmations and  
recommendations for the future.  The congregation will sit straighter in their seats knowing God is  
doing so much more than they realized.  They will become renewed.  They will know God has much 
more in store for them.  Their time of discernment will inspire the members to begin feeding hungry 
children and inspire them to address child care needs.  Their witness will be felt in their community 
and beyond.  
 

Somewhere out there, there is a student at Luther Seminary who is on her knees giving thanks to God 
for her home congregation which instilled the faith through worship, Sunday School and vacation bible 
school.  She is also giving thanks for her home  congregation which sent her to a bible camp like Red 
Willow Bible Camp or Park River Bible Camp.  All of these experiences have brought her to this time of 
being equipped and prepared to serve as a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  She 

will be assigned to Eastern North Dakota Synod and she will receive her first call to the Devils Lake 
Conference.  She will give thanks for the financial support she will receive through the Eastern North 

Dakota Synod Endowment Fund and Eastern North Dakota Synod First Call Theological Education 
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Program.  She will fall in love with the people, the land and ministry of this synod.  She will serve 
in this mission field for her entire ministry.  Years down the road, she will be called to your  
congregation and she will be a beloved pastor who will join you in one of your finest chapters of 
mission and ministry.  
 

Somewhere out there, a young man in the Mayville conference has a knot in his stomach.  He is  

scheduled to meet with the Eastern North Dakota Synod Candidacy committee.  He has completed his 
application, his psychological evaluation and his initial interview.  He has written his essay.  He  
wonders what the interview with the committee will be like.  He will discover a caring, loving and  
supportive candidacy committee.  The committee will affirm God’s call to rostered leadership.  The  
committee will become his #1 cheerleader and will rejoice upon his ordination in four years.  This  
candidate will not only serve multiple congregations, he will acquire a Ph.D.  He will teach at Wartburg 
Seminary and will be a writer of a yearly bible study for the Women of the E.L.C.A.  
 

Somewhere out there, there is a congregation in the Prairie Rose conference looking at the  

demographics of their community.  Due to the community changes, they have experienced a  
decline in worship attendance and giving.  They are heavy hearted and don’t know what to do.   
Eventually, they will invite synod staff to come along side during this time of discernment.  The  
congregation will invite neighboring congregations to a conversation and a new parish will be born.  
New energy will emerge. The new parish will include two other E.L.C.A. congregations, a Methodist and 
United Church of Christ congregation.  A call process will occur.  The staffing will include a lead pastor, 
an intern (who by the way, upon seminary graduation,  will request to be assigned to this synod) and a 
lay assistant who has been equipped and trained through the Eastern North Dakota Synod Lay School 
of Theology.  They will look back and remember how the conversations began with, “we have to do this” 
and quickly moved to, “we get to do this”.  They will be a model of openness, renewal and creativity to 
many other congregations finding themselves in a similar situation.  
 

Somewhere out there is a talented writer, Robert Schnase whose work inspired these thoughts and 
energized me in thinking about how our ministry in Eastern North Dakota is changing the world. 
What I’ve shared with you is adapted by his original work found in the book The Balancing Act 

(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2009).   
 

Now it’s your turn:   

 - Through the power of the Holy Spirit, what is happening in your congregation or in your life?  
 

 - When you imagine the power of the Holy Spirit at work, what stories do you imagine  
   happening  in the future?  
  

 - What new ways do you sense God’s Holy Spirit calling you to share your faith with all of God’s      
   people?   
  

I am eager to explore together how we can deepen our faith and find new and exciting ways to serve 
Christ. I write to you with a deep sense of appreciation and thankfulness for your support of what we 
do together as the Eastern North Dakota Synod.  Thank you for your support.   
Communities, churches and individual lives are being changed because of you and your  
partnership with the other congregations of this great synod.  
 
 

Thank you so very much for your support of the mission of Eastern North Dakota Synod,  
     

 “Jesus Christ calls us to live in love as we serve, equip and challenge God’s people.”  
 
      

I hope, pray and trust we will end the year strong.  Any support you are able to give to make this  
happen will be stewarded to make sure the kind of stories above come to fruition.  
 

 God our Father, You have called us by baptism to be faithful members of Your Church.  
 Send the Holy Spirit to guide the work of our congregation and synod.  
 

 Through the power of your Holy Spirit, may we become instruments of hope  
 for the Church and the world in spreading the Good News to people far and wide.  Amen. 

     In Christ,   Terry    

     Bp. Terry A. Brandt  
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Deer Hunters Widow Quilt Retreat at PRBC 

Everyone will be kept in stitches during the quilting retreat, enjoying fellowship and fun in a pieceful  

atmosphere at the camp while learning various quilting techniques.  Friday, November 7th – Sunday,  

November 9th.  Registration is from 1:00PM-5:30PM, Friday with departure at 3:00 PM, Sunday.   

Everyone Welcome! 

 
Scrapbooking and Stamping Retreat 

This weekend is all about YOU, and what you want to get accomplished. There are big blocks of time for you 

to work, visit, and laugh. The hope is for the weekend to be stress-free and full of fun! And maybe get in 

some sleep… What happens at the retreat, stays at the retreat!  Friday, November 21st – Sunday, November 

23rd with check-in time at 12:00PM-5:30PM, Friday and departure at 3:00 PM, Sunday 

4-6 Grade Christmas Celebration 

We will have a great time at camp hanging out with friends and making new ones. We will play games, 

make crafts, sing songs, go sledding (pending the weather) and have fun Bible studies. 

When: Friday, December 5th – Saturday, December 6th 

Check-in Time: 7:00 PM, Friday 

Depart: 3:00 PM, Saturday with a 2:30 PM Closing Program 

Who: 4th-6th grade youth! 

Cost: $35.00 before November 28, $40 after 
Please Bring: a Bible, money for our camp store (store includes concessions and PRBC merchandise), clothing for  

indoors and outdoors including coats, boots, hats and gloves, play shoes and excitement for a great time. 

Christmas Concert 

Featuring the Anoka High School Chamber Orchestra 

and Seventh Avenue Carolers 

Saturday, December 20th, 2014 

There is no better way to celebrate the birth of our  

savior, Jesus Christ, than with a Christmas concert. Join 

us on Saturday, December 20th and listen to some  

beautifully rich orchestral and choral arrangements of 

your favorite Christmas music. 

A free will offering will be held for the ministry of Park 

River Bible Camp. The concert will take place Saturday 

afternoon with refreshments offered after. The exact 

time of the concert has yet to be determined. 

www.parkriverbiblecamp.org
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Special Dates 
• All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2014  
• Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 2, 2014 
• Veterans Day, November 11, 2014  
• Christ the King Sunday, November 23, 2014 
• Thanksgiving, November 27, 2014 
• First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2014  

 

Special Dates 
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 7, 2014  
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2014  
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21, 2014  
• First Day of Winter, December 21, 2014  
• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2014  
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2014  
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2014  


