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Words from the Pastor 

Monthly Newsletter of Adams Lutheran Parish 

February 2014 

 
 

Regular Worship Schedule 

September - May 

9:00am Hoff Lutheran 

11:00am Adams Mountain 

 
Holy Communion 

Every Sunday 

 
Sunday School at AMLC 

Sunday after  

Labor Day - May 

10:00am 

 

Pastor  

Rev.  Susan Haukaas 

Cell phone:  331-1673       

Parsonage:  944-2224       

Adams Church:  944-2268   
 

E-mail:  

PastorSusanH@gmail.com  

 

Secretary 
Christine Grove 

    Home:  944-2270  

Church:  944-2268 
 

E-mail:   

amlc@polarcomm.com 

Arise, Your Light Has Come! (ELW 314) 
1 Arise, your light has come! The Spirit's call obey; 
 show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today. 
 

2 Arise, your light has come! Fling wide the prison door; 
 proclaim the captive's liberty, good tidings to the poor. 
 

3 Arise, your light has come! All you in sorrow born, 
 bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn. 
 

4 Arise, your light has come! The mountains burst in song! 
 Rise up like eagles on the wing, God's pow'r will make us strong. 
 
Since December the main topic of conversation has been the cold and snow. It’s been 
miserably cold and the weather and the roads have everyone ready to be done with  
winter. But it’s February so it seems likely that winter won’t be over for a while. Yet, this 
month we continue our journey through the season of Epiphany – the season of when 
we celebrate the revelation of Christ to all nations.  
 
The light of Christ comes to us in the midst of the dark of winter. It breaks into the dark 
and cold of our reality and brings us the promise of light that cannot be overcome by any 
darkness. As we journey through this difficult season we are invited to remember the 
promises of Christ. Not only does the light of God shine into our dark places, God invites 
us to take that light and break into the dark places of those we encounter. This hymn 
from the season after Epiphany invites each of us as Christians to rise up and go into the 
dark world to bring the light.  
 
Finally a word of encouragement as you continue to face this bleak and cold winter  
season: On February 1st, the sun will rise at 8:02am and set at 5:28pm (9 hours and 26 
minutes of daylight). By February 28th, the sun will be rising at 7:17am 6:12pm (10 hours 
and 55 minutes of daylight). Stay warm and look for the light to grow stronger! 
 
In Christ 
+ Pastor Susan Haukaas 
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North Dakota Home 
 

My husband and I purchased an old home in North Dakota  from two elderly sisters.  
Winter was fast approaching and the years first snow came early and I was concerned about the 
house's lack of insulation.  
"If they could live here all those years, so can we!" my husband confidently declared. 
 
One December night the temperature plunged to below zero, and we woke up to find interior walls  
covered with frost. 
My husband called the sisters to ask how they had kept the house warm. After a rather brief  
conversation, he hung up. 
 
"For the past 30 years," he muttered, "they've gone to Florida for the winter." 
 
 

Don’t we all wish we were in Florida right now?  This past winter has 

been something else, below zero temps and multiple blizzards.  That 

is why we have rescheduled our Annual Meeting this year.  Due to 

last week’s blizzard we will now be holding our Annual Meetings on 

Sunday, February 2nd.  We will start with 11am Parish Service then 

12pm Potluck and finish up with our Annual Meetings.  

Parish Prayer List 

Please contact the  office to make changes 

and give updates to the Prayer List 

Please pray for those who are in our nursing homes;  
Florence Lykken, Beatrice Wiste, Pearl Troftgruben, 
Irene Askim, Edith Drevecky, Verna Delle Skorheim, 
Virginia Hatlestad, Lyla Nelson and Bud Skorheim.   
 
Please pray for Marilou Bade  (Pastor Susan’s 
Mom), Phyllis Koppang, Kaye Heffta and Dennis 
Skorheim.  
  
Please pray for all the men and women serving in our 
military, the people affected by earthquakes, tornados, 
and floods, & people throughout the world affected by 
war and poverty.  

February Duties 
AMLC Deacon:  Richard Grove 

Ushers:  Youth   

Altar Guild:  Sonja Bylin 

 

There will be NO Hoff WELCA for 

the Months of February and March. 

 

There will also only by service at Hoff 

on February 16th. 
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Valentine's humor 
Go ahead and chuckle at these Christian pick-up lines — just don’t expect them to be very effective!  
 

• Now I know why Solomon had 700 wives ... because he never met you.  

• For you, I would slay two Goliaths.  

• The Word says, “Give drink to the thirsty, and feed the hungry”; how about dinner?  

• Your hair is like a flock of goats descending from Gilead.  

• I believe one of my ribs belongs to you.  

• How many times do I have to walk around you to make you fall for me?  

• You really float my ark.  

• Me. You. Song of Songs: The Remix.  

• How would you like to join my purpose-driven life?  

 

Altar Guild Members Needed 
We are looking for 2 more people who are willing to serve on Alter Guild.  You will only have to take 1 month 
out of the year.  This 1 month will consist of doing flowers, communion and paraments for that month.  
Please talk to Pam Boe if you are willing to help out—Thank you! 
 

The Domestic Violence and Abuse Center is in need of caring individuals for the houseparent  
position at the Domestic Violence Shelter in Grafton.  Houseparents are on-call and stay in the shelter when 
clients are present.  If you have extra time, flexible scheduling, and are looking for a little extra  
income, call Jolene at 701-352-4242 for more information. 
 

Baby Bottles  
It’s time for the annual Baby Bottle fundraiser for the Park River Pregnancy Help Center. Please take a baby 
bottle from the table in the narthex  and fill it with change (or cash or checks) and return it by  
Sunday, February 16th. 
  
Out of the Office 
Pastor Susan will be out of the office attending the First Call Theological Education from Thursday, February 
20th - Saturday, February 22nd.  

Don’t forget to tell your true love how much they mean to you this Valentine’s Day, 



 

4 

 

Our elders in the faith 
In early February, some churches recall how Baby Jesus’ parents brought him to Jerusalem to offer 

a sacrifice. Two “church elders” met them: Simeon, who we assume was elderly because he was 

ready to die, but for his longing to see the Messiah; and Anna, who was 84 — a “senior  

citizen” by any account (Luke 2:22-40).  

 

Their years didn’t make them elders, though, as much as their wisdom and faith. Simeon was 

“righteous and devout.” He came to the temple as the Holy Family did because when the Spirit 

guided him to go, he knew the divine voice. Then, despite the Messiah’s improbably young age, 

Simeon recognized Jesus and spoke God-given words about him. Anna was a “prophet” who had 

spent countless hours in the temple, fasting and praying. Upon meeting the Christ-Child, she 

promptly began praising God and speaking about Jesus to all who would listen.  

 

Who are your elders in the faith? Whatever their age, doubtless they live out their faith by waiting 

on and listening for the Spirit, praising God regularly and speaking of Jesus to others.  

9 "verses" that aren't in the Bible 
 

Several popular sayings can put biblical literacy to the test. For example, the phrases below aren’t in  
Scripture — although some come pretty close:  
 

• “Money is the root of all evil.”  
 (According to 1 Timothy 6:10, “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.”)  
 

• “Cleanliness is next to godliness.”  
 (The closest teaching to this might be in James 4:8.)  
 

• “God helps those who help themselves.”  
 (This proverb originated in ancient Greece, not in Scripture.)  
 

• “God moves in mysterious ways.”  
 (A verse kind of like this is Isaiah 55:8.) 
  

• “Spare the rod, spoil the child.”  
 (British poet Samuel Butler coined this phrase, which could be a paraphrase of Proverbs 13:24.) 
  

• “This, too, shall pass.”  
 (This occurs nowhere in the Bible but has been linked, incorrectly, to King Solomon.) 
  

• “Love the sinner, hate the sin.”  
 (St. Augustine originally came up with a version of this phrase.)  
 

• “Charity begins at home.”  
 (British theologian John Wycliffe is credited with this saying.)  
 

• “God will never give you more than you can bear.”  
 (This seems to be a misinterpretation of 1 Corinthians 10:13.)  
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A Word from the Bishop 
What is the fastest growing segment of the religious spectrum in America? 
 

Answer:  the "nones" 
 

As I write this from our ELCA/ELCIC Bishops' Academy, we are hearing from three different presenters/facilitators 
some interesting thoughts about ministering to/with/and for the nones: 
 they typically don't hate the church 

 they are not atheist 
 it's not that they don't know (they are not agnostic) 
 they tend not to be so concerned with heaven/hell questions and are more open to theological discussion 

than many occasional church-attenders 
 they are just not interested in our questions 

 for the most part, we do not seem to be interested in their questions 
 
Risking gross over-simplification, the outreach question seems to be: are we willing to engage in conversation 
with those who find the church irrelevant? 
  
The presenters this week don't pretend to have all of the answers, but they are willing to ask some really good 
questions. 
   
This may be the critical tipping point in reaching the "nones."  Instead of being the place that simply has to  
impose all of the right answers, are we willing to journey with them as they seek to ask the right  
questions? 
 

"If you're asking the wrong questions, the answers don't really matter.  If you are asking the right  
questions, then the answers, if not the questions, really matter."   
(I'm not sure who I heard this from so thank you if it is your quote!) 
 
As you have already figured out, I don't have all of the answers as to how to reach the nones.  However, some 
good conversation guides include: 
  http://omgcenter.com/ 
 “Nones” on the Rise available 
 Who Am I? Adolescent Identity in a Digital Age available 

 Relational Ministry, the Pastor, and Inception 
 It may be worthwhile to have a cup of coffee with Pr. Holly Johnson, who serves on our behalf with the  

Project F-M.  She's been living with the nones for some time now. 
 My sense is it will be difficult to ignore the nones for much longer (and it ought to be).  As you are well 

aware, faith always seeks understanding.   
 
May God bless you as you seek to walk the road together with the nones, meeting them where they are, hearing 
their questions, while at the same time, being a conduit of the love, grace, and mercy of God we've come to 
know and love in Jesus Christ.  (Sounds familiar, doesn't it?) 
 
Walking the journey together with you, 
Bill 
Pr. Bill Rindy 
Bishop, EaND Synod 
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Philippines: Providing for Urgent Needs in the Wake of Super Typhoon Haiyan 

Megan Brandsrud 

Super Typhoon Haiyan was reported as one of the strongest storms in recorded history.  

 More than 13 million people impacted by the storm 

 3.4 million people displaced 

 1.1 million homes destroyed 

 5,235 reported dead and 1,613 reported missing 

Damage and impact figures continue to fluctuate as more reports are collected.  Working with our partners on the ground 

in the Philippines, Lutheran Disaster Response-International is providing for the most urgent needs. An initial distribution 

of 1,457 shelter repair kits is being completed in northern Cebu in coordination with Habitat for Humanity-Philippines. 

Additional kits will be dispersed in this area, and possibly other areas, pending assessments. Potable water has been a major 

concern in certain typhoon-affected areas. Working with Lutheran World Relief, 240 Life Straw Community water filters 

will be distributed through Child Fund Philippines in four areas of  Eastern Visayas and four areas of Western Visayas. Life 

Straw is a high-volume water purifier with built-in storage to provide safe drinking water to a community. The filters will 

reach approximately 4,000 people, including 1,600 children. The use of these filters will help prevent the spread of  

waterborne diseases, such as typhoid and cholera. In the coming weeks, cash-for-work debris removal programs will be 

implemented in the northern Cebu and western Leyte regions. These programs will provide participants money to buy 

food and repair their homes. Continue to pray for healing and peace for those affected by this storm, and pray for strength 

and readiness for the volunteers and organizations that are assisting our brothers and sisters through their recovery. Your 

designated "Pacific Typhoon Response" gifts allow us to continue to provide for the immediate and long-term needs of the 

people impacted by this disaster.  

 

Give by Mail 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

39330 Treasury Center 

Chicago, IL 60694-9300 

Write " Pacific Typhoon Response "  

on your check's memo line. 

 

Give by Phone 

Credit card by phone: 800-638-3522 
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PRBC 1-3 Grade Winter Fun Day 

We will have a great time at camp hanging out with friends and making new ones. We will play games, make 

crafts, sing songs, enjoy puppet shows, and have fun Bible studies. 

Saturday, February 1st, 2014. 

Check-in Time: 9:30 AM, Saturday with closing Program at 6:30 PM, Saturday and departure 7:00 PM,  

Saturday  Cost: $25.00 before January 24, $30 after. 

Questions: Call us at (701) 284-6795 or (800) 269-2465 or email us at info@parkriverbiblecamp.org. 

 
7th-12th Grade Ski/Snowboarding Retreat 

We will have a great time at camp playing awesome games, have campfires, and Bible studies. Plus, we will 

spend all day Saturday at Frostfire Ski Area in Walhalla! 

Friday, February 7th – Sunday, February 9th, 2014. 

Check-in at the PRBC at 7:00 PM, Friday with departure at 12:00 PM, Sunday 

Cost: $85.00 before January 31, $90 after. Group ski/snowboard rentals are $24. Helmets are $5. 

 

PRBC 4-6 Grade Winter Blast  (rescheduled from January 24-25) 

We will have a great time at camp hanging out with friends and making new ones. We will play games, have 

a campfire, make crafts, praise God, and have fun Bible studies. 

Friday, February 21st – Saturday, February 22nd, 2014. 

Cost: $35.00 before January 17, $40 after. 

Questions: Call us at (701) 284-6795 or (800) 269-2465 or email us at info@parkriverbiblecamp.org. 

 

 

Cabin Fever Reliever Camp 
Everyone will be kept in stitches during the quilting retreat, enjoying fellowship and fun in a pieceful atmosphere at the 

camp while learning various quilting techniques. 

Friday, March 14th – Sunday, March 16th 

Check-in time from 1:00pm - 5:30pm on Friday with departure at 3:00pm on Sunday 

Cost: $100.00 (which includes a $35 non-refundable deposit) 

 

 

For more info, to register or questions on any of these events please call us at (701) 284-6795, (800) 269-2465 

or email us at info@parkriverbiblecamp.org. 

mailto:info@parkriverbiblecamp.org
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PERMIT #3 

 

• Transfiguration of Our Lord, March 2 
 
• Ash Wednesday, March 5 
 
• World Day of Prayer, March 7 
 
• First Sunday in Lent, March 9 
 
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 9 

• Girl Scout Sunday, March 9 
  
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 16 
 
• First Day of Spring, March 20 
 
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 23 
 
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 30 


